

ADOPTED 2/14/12


Introduced by Council Member Daniels & Co-Sponsored by CM Carter, 

Gaffney, Yarborough & Schellenberg:
RESOLUTION 2012-55-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING DENVER BRONCO QUARTERBACK TIM TEBOW ON HIS OUTSTANDING SEASON AS THE DENVER BRONCOS STARTING QUARTERBACK; ON BEING VOTED “AMERICA’S FAVORITE ATHLETE” IN A RECENT ESPN POLL; AND ON HIS PHILANTHROPIC WORK THROUGH THE FIRST AND FIFTEEN PROGRAM AND TIM TEBOW FOUNDATION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Tim Tebow was born to missionary parents in the Philippines, was raised and home-schooled in Jacksonville and played his high school football at Nease High School where his outstanding career, including two Florida Player-of-the-Year awards, led to his being one of the most highly prized quarterback recruits in the nation in his senior season; and


WHEREAS, Tim Tebow chose to continue his academic and athletic career at the University of Florida, his parents’ alma mater, where he had a truly outstanding college career, helping lead his Gator team to two national championships and earning the Heisman Trophy for himself in 2007 – the first sophomore ever to win the prestigious award emblematic of “the most outstanding player in college football whose performance best exhibits the pursuit of excellence with integrity” and who “epitomize great ability combined with diligence, perseverance and hard work”; and


WHEREAS, despite well-publicized doubts by many football experts about his NFL prospects because his skill set and style of play do not fit the typical NFL quarterback mold, the Denver Broncos chose Tim Tebow in the first round of the NFL draft with the intention of keeping him at the quarterback position, where he played sparingly for much of the season until going 1-2 as a starter late in the season; and 


WHEREAS, after starting the 2011 season as the backup quarterback, Tim Tebow became the starter in the sixth game of the season and rallied the 1-4 Broncos to an 8-8 regular season record and the AFC West Division championship with a string of amazing fourth quarter comebacks, then threw an 80-yard touchdown pass on the first play of overtime to defeat the Pittsburgh Steelers in the wild card round of the playoffs before the Broncos fell to the New England Patriots in the divisional playoff game; and


WHEREAS, throughout his collegiate and professional career, Tim Tebow has been remarkable for his forthright expression of his Christian faith and for his dedication to charitable causes and philanthropic activities which have attracted both admirers and detractors; and

WHEREAS, Tim Tebow stands steadfastly by his particular expression of his faith and continues to set a shining example of compassion and generosity toward children with life-threatening illnesses, orphans, and children struggling with physical disabilities and inadequate health care, especially in the Philippines; and
WHEREAS, a recent ESPN poll named Tim Tebow as America’s most popular professional athlete in only his second year as a pro, joining a list that includes such athletes as Michael Jordan, LeBron James, Brett Favre and Tiger Woods, and providing yet another indicator that his personal integrity and example of humility, service and care for the needs of others are having an important positive impact on the millions of people who now know his unique story; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Tim Tebow for his outstanding season as the new starting quarterback of the Denver Broncos and congratulates him on achieving success through hard work and perseverance despite the doubts and criticisms that seem to be disproportionately directed at him by some critics.

Section 2. The City also commends and thanks Tim Tebow for his continued dedication to charitable causes and philanthropic work inspired by his faith, particularly on behalf of children through his First and Fifteen program and Tim Tebow Foundation, and wishes him continued success as an example of committed activism and generosity of spirit.

Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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